*, :0r an help to fave Swearers, if willing to be cing 
an Offer or Mefſage from'H I'M whom they fo © . 

daringly and audacionuſly provoke. ; 

_ AloaCmbe againſt CURSING, 6. 

BY "505 Sal | OY ' I Before you lay it by, at left read 
1 Aefſenger, n 3 the Poſtſcript at the end. Y ' 
0 Ir, me thinks you Swear and Curſe as if he that made the eare could nor hear, Or as if he were 11 


Way-t0TWe+ that horrid: finne of SW. ERR 


 ther:obe feared norcared for, who for fin caſt the Ange's out of Heaven, Adam outpt Paradic 

drowned rhe 9d worid,rained down fire and brimftone upon Sodome, comranded rhe earth to op: 

her mourh, and (wailow down quick Korah and his company, he who ſinote Egynrt with fo mar 

mia overthrew Pharaoh and his hoſt in the Red ſea, deſtroyed grear and mighty Kings, giving th- 

and for an inheritance to his people, and canas cafily with a word of his mouth ſtrike you dead whi 

you are b'aſpheming him, and caſt you body and foule into hell for your odiousunthanktuinefle ; Yea it 
a mercy beyond cxprethion that he hath ſpared you ſo long... © - 5: ; 

'Whar, becauſe you are diſpleaſed with orhers,will you tite iu your Makers face ? and rear your Savior: 
Name inpieces 2 This is worſe rhen frenzie, this is to ſend challenges into Heaven, and make love to 
ſirution z conſider ofiit,leſt you wear away your part in thar Blocd which muſt ſave you, if ever you | 
ſaved ; yeaztake heed left you be plagued with a witneffe, and that both here and hereafter, for God (w!: 
cannot ite) hath threatned that his curſe ſhall never depart from the houſe of the fwearer, as it is 2a: 
| Ss. x. tos. And I doubt not bur you arealready curſed, though you know irnot 3 Thar either he hath @-: 
; fedyouin your body by ſending ſome foule diſeaſe, or in your eſtate by ſuddenly conſuming ir, | 
' in your name by btemiſhirg or blaſting ir, or in your ſeed by nor profpering it, or in your mirde | 
darkairg it, or in your heart by hardning it, or in your conſcience by terrifying it,or will in your ſonl |: 
| everlattingly damning it, if you repent nor. Wherefore take heed whar you do before it prove too lare. 

Oc if you regard nor your ſelfe, or your own ſouls good,yer for the Kingdoms good leave your (wearirs 

for the Lo:d ( as now we finde to our ſmart) hath a great comroverfie with the inhabitants of the 1: 

| becauſe of ſwearing, Hoſ. 4. 1,2. Yea becauſe of oaths the whole land ( even the three Kingdoms ) ne - 

moarneth, or rather lies a bleeding, and that todeathy,as you nay fee, Jer. 23-10. Neither obje& that + 

are ſo accuſto ned ro ſwearing that you cannot leave it, for this defence is worle then the fence, as ra: 

an inftarce 3 Shall a Thicfe or Murtherer ar rhe bar a{leage for his defence, tharir bath been his aſe ar: 

cyſtone of a long time ro rob and kill, and therefore he muſt continue 1t ; or if he doe, will nor the Jud- 

{| fo much the rather ſend him to the Gallows. | 

| B-ſides, the objeftionis falſe and frivolous, for were you forced to pay 1welve pence for every Oa: 
- you ſwear (asihe Law enjoynes) or if you were {ure ro have your: tongue cut out, Which is roo lighr 
puniſh:nent for rhis ſin, damnation beirg rhe due pena'tie thereof, as the Apoſtle fets ir downe, Jam. 5.1 
you borh cou! and would leave. ir. Wherefore I beſeech you by the mercies of God ( who hath rem- 
ve ſo many evils, and conferred ſo many good things npon yous that they are beyond thoughr or mag 
nation) ro leave it, eſpecially after this warning, which in cate you do nor, will be a fore witneffe, and ri! 
up in judgement againſtyou anorher day. 3.4 | 

Sweater. D.d I,;weare or Curſe ? | 

 Meſſ-uger. Very often, as all here preſeut can witnefſe, and Satan alſo, who ſtands by ro take notic. 
reck>nup, and ict on your ſcore every Oath yon utrer, keeping rhem upon record againſt che great day 
afize,at which rune every Oath will proveas a daggers point ftabing\your foule ro rhe heart, or as fo mar 
weiphts prefling you down to hell, Revel.12.10. Asallo rhe ſearcher of hearts, who himſelfe will one dz 
bea ſwift wit ſe againſt ſwearers, Mah 3.:3:;For of all orher fmners the Lord will not held him guilite; 
that takzih his Name inwaine, as the third Commandmens tells you, Exod. 20.7. ' | | 

Bur woe 15 me, ir fares with common {wearers a: with perſons deſperately diſeaſed, whoſe excremen 
and filth comes from them arunawares; for as by much labour the hand 1s ſo hardned rhaz ir harh no-ſen; 
of labour, fo their much ſwearing cauſerh ſuch a brawnie 'skin ot ſenceieſneffe ry overſpread rhe hear 

' memory,and conſcience, that the wearer fweareth unwittingly, and having (worn, hath no remembran« 

' . of his Oath, much lefſe-repentance for his fan. - Ta ELDER [So PM 3 Le 54 , 

, - Sweacer. Alaiſe though Tdid ſweare, yet Tthought no-harme. ? 0104 LES b / diet wa 

-_  , Meſſcneer,, Ofoolet Whar Prince, bearing hinteifeabn ſed rohis facey/ by 'the reproachfull words © 

' * His baſe and imporent SubjeR, would admir of ſuch an excnfe, rharwharſoever he pare with his mou! 
yer.he thought noill.in his heart? -Andfh»% God'rake this for a god anſfwer, having told tis/before Hand 

Deut 28- 58,59. that if we doe not {eare-ant dread bis cM ious ond fearfult Name, the Lordour Ged, be wi. 

make.or plagues wonderful}, and of long continuance, and the nlzewes of or pofteritie. Befides, how frequent 
: Iy doeſt chow polnre and prophane Gods Naine, and thy Saviours? The Jews grievoully* Guned in cryet 
fy;ngche Lordyl, lbfe but once,and that of ignorance, bur the tunes ace inmpmerable that chou docik 


— 


— 
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the Yeere, every Honre in the day, although rhy Conicience ana cite 191y opiate of gras. _ 
a check: thee for ita rhauſand and a thouſand rimes. 
-10cſt thou expe r2 have Chriſt thy Redeemer and Advocate ; when thy Conſcience tell; rhee that 
| haſt ſe[dome remembred Him but to blaſpheme Him, and more often named Him in thy oathes and 
RD in thy Prayers. 
_— ety if 4 did ſweare,it was but faith and:roth, by our Hady.the maſſe,the r0 the tight, this breat, ty 
-rofſe.of the ſuluer,or the like,which 4 no great maiter,T hope, Jo lang as Tſwore not by God,nor by my Savicur. 
feſenger- Thars your grofſe ignorance of the Scriprures, for God exprelly forbids it, aud that wupor 
1e of damnation, Jain. 5:12. Firſt, cur Saviour Chriſt in his owne perſon torbids ir, Matth. 5. 34» 35: 
37. Fay amto you, SWeare not at all, neither by Heav-n, for tt is Gods throne 3 nor by Farth, for 7t ws Ps foot- 
Je nor tyggeruſalem, for it ts the City of the great Kirg 3 netther ſhatt thou ſweare by thine head, becauſe tho 
trot make one haire whate 07 blacke 3 but let your communication be Tea, Tea, Nay, Nay, for what! cever Ks 10r! 
-theſe commeth of evill. And then by his Apoſile, Above all things, my brethren, ſ1 weare-n't, neither by Hoa: 
-, nor by Earth, nor by any other oath, but let yeur yea, be yea, and your nay, nay, Peſt you fall into condemnation 
1. 5. 12. where marke the Emphaſis, in the firſt words, Above al/ things ſweare not z and the grear dange: 
ir, in-the laſt word, condermmation. : ; 
if the matter be light and vaine, we muſt nor fweare at all ; tf fo weighty, that we may ſawfully ſwear, 
2efore a Magiſtrate, being called to ir, then we muſt onely uſe the glorious Name of our God in a ho! 
1 religious manner, as you may ſee, Deur.6.13- I/a.45.23. & 65. 16. Joſh. 23. 7- Jer. 5.79. Exel. 23.13 
\d the reaſons of it are weighty, if we looke into them : for in wearing by any creature whatſoever, w 
= irvocate that creature, and aſcribe to it divine worſhip; a lawfall oath being a kinde of invocation 
1a part of Gods worſhip 2 Yea, wharſnever we fweare by, thar we invocate, both as our witneffe, fire 
and judge, Heb.$.16. and by conſequence deihe it, by aſcribirg and communicatirg unto it Gods in 
nmunicable attributes, as his Omnipreſence, and Omnrciencie of being every where preſent,and know 
= the ſecret thoughts and intentions of rhe heart, and likewiſe an omniporency, as being Almighty i 
ronifing, protetling, defend:ng, and rcwardirg us for ſpeaking the trath, or puniſhing us if we ſpeak 


ry dayin 


"Jy: All which are fo peculiar ro God,as rhat they can no way be communicated or aſcribed to anothe) _ 


: that in {\wearirg by any of thoſe things, thou committeſt an high degree of groffe Idolarry,thou ſpoile 
Arobeſt God of his glory (the moſt impious kinde of rhefr ) and in a manner dethroneſt him and place: 
: Idoll in his roome. 

And as to ſweare by the creature makes the finne far more haincus, fo the more meane and 1i'eth 
mg is which you ſweare by (be it by my fey, by cock and pie, hares foor, by this cheeſe, and ſuch lik - 
(diſh oaths, which are ſo much in uſe with the ignorant and ſuperſtitions ſivarme ) the greater is you x 
ine in ſwearing ſuch an oath,becauſe you aſcribe rhat unto theſe baſeſt of creatures, which is en.y pre - 

r to God, namely to know your hearr, and to bea diſcerner of ſecret things;why elſe ſhon!d you call th: 
carure a$a witnefſe unto your conſcience, that you ſpeakc rhe trnth and lie not, whi: h one!iy belorger 

God + And therefore the Lord calls it a forſaking of him z as marke we!l what he faith, Jer. 5. 7. Ho” 
11 1 ſpare thee for this ? thy chilcren have forſaken me and fworne by them that are no gods, Exod. 23.13. Ar 
£ you make it a ſinall matter ro forſake God, and make a God of rhe creature? Will you bcleeve tt - 
"opher Ames, if you wilt, he faith (fpeaking of rhem thar ſwore by the finne of Samaria_) that they ſha 
[{ and never riſe againe, Amos 8. 14. a terrible place to vaine ſwearers. | 

Neither are we ro joyne any other with God in our oaths, for in ſo doing we make baſe Ido!s and filth - 
zatures corrivals in honour, ard competitors inthe throne of juſtice with the Lord, who is Creator « ! 
=ven and Farth, and the ſupreme Judge and ſole Monarch of all the world. 

Or incaſe we doe, our doome ſhall be remedileffe, for the Lord threatneth by the Propher Zephar 

« he w1ll cut off them that ſweare by the Lord, and by Maulcham : which Maulcham was their King.or as fon « 

ink, their Idoll, Zeph. 1: 4, 5. 

3yr admit the finne were ſmall, as you would have it ro be, yer the circumftances make it moſt hainon: : 

: even the leaſt finne in its owne narre is notonely mortall,bur reſts unpardonable, (© long as it is wi 
giycommarred, and excuſed or defended. 

Swearer: But all doe ſweare, except ſame few fmeular cones, and they alſo will lie, which is as bad. 

Meſſenger. You muſt not meaſure all others by yuur owne buſhel!, for although il! diſpoſitions care i ' 
{pitions, evenas the eye that is bloodſhed ſces all things red, or as they that have the Jaundecs ſee a ' 
ings.yellow 3 yet know that there be thouſands who can fay truly, through Gods mercy, that they ha | 
ther _ ro nn = _ a from their bodies, then a wil Pt premeditated he, or a wicked vat | 
amtheir mouths 3 wherefore when you want experience, thinke as iry bi A. 
g for ; nj #5” dom or ſearcher of =—_—_ ws ; ERP __ {og 

As for the number of ſwearers, it cannot be denied, bur the finne is almoſt univerſall, a 's 1 
hich hath incenſed Gods wrath, and almoſt btought an univerſall deftrattion 4: ons Pay, = N a 


on.; But is got thi: cxculſe, That others doe ſo? a molt reafon!efie plea, and onely beccmm ng a foul 
ben our Saviour Chriſt hath plainly rold us, that the PI%g number goe-the broad = to deftrablign, wy bs 
29: og R _eja 
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xicledneſſe, 1 John 5. 19. And that the number of thoſe whom Saran fhall deceive, is as the fanl of the fea Res 
el. 20.8. and 13.16. J/ay 10.22. Rom. 9. 27. And rell me, were ir a g50d plea to commir a felony, ard 
ay thar others doe ſo? Or wilt thou leap into hell and caſt away thy ſoule, bccauſe others doe fo : A bus 
y ww it will be ro have a numerous multitude accompany us into that 1ake of fire that never ſhall be 
venched. | 

Beſides, it 1s Gods exprefle charge, Exod. 23-2. Thou ſhalt not follow a multitude to. dee evilt; and Tr 
?aul; everiaſting mie, Rem.12.2. Faſhion not your ſelves like unto this world. : ; 

Swearer. But I may [awfully ſweare, ſo T affirme no:hing buf the truth. | 

Meſſ-nger. If you be lawfully called ro it as beforea Magiſtrate, or when ſome urgent matter confir1;- 


-*1eth for the confirming of a neceſſary truth (which can by no other lawfull meanes be cleared) and for 
-cheending of all contentions and controverſies, and clearing our owne or our neighbours g2nd 
= -37on, or efiare, and to pur an end unto a!l firife, aiming at Gods plory,and our own or our neighb 
hich is rhe only uſeand end of an oath 3 in which caſe a man is rathera patient thena voluntary agent, 


- Cou may ſweare, otherwiſe nor. 
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N:i her muſt we ſweare arall in our ordinary communicauon, if we will obey Gods Word, as you may 


ee Matth.5.34,35,36,37. James $- 12. 
Swearer. Except Iſwea' egmen will not beleeve me. | 
M:ſjenger. Thou hadft as ggod fay, I have ſo ofren made ſhipwrack of my credir by accuſtomary ly+ 
1£, thatI cangaine no beleefe unto my word, withour an oarh ; for it argues a gutity conſcience of the 
-ant of credit, and that our word alone 15 worth no reſpe@, when it will not be rak-n withour a pawne 
r furery. Neither will any bur baſe banquerours pawne fo precicus a Jewell as their fairh, or offer berter 
ecurity for eveiy ſmall rrife. Befides, herhar often (wearerh, nor ſe:dome forlwearerh, And fo I have 
nformed you from Gods Word whart the danger is of vyaine and wicked ſwearing. 
Now it ycu either beleeve the Scriptures, or deſire t9 eſcape that direfull ſentence, Depart from-me ys 
-urſed into everlaſting fire prepared for the Devill and his ange/s, Maith. 25. 41. No longer excuſe nor de- 
'end it, but repent of it and forlake itz and ſo much the rather for that of all other finnes this finne of 


wearing is themoſt inzxcuſable. F irſt, becauſe ir is a finne from which cfall other ſinnes we have moſt . 


Dower of abſtinence, 25I ſhewed you before 3 and the cafier the thing commanded is, the preater guilt in 
che breach of it ; and rhelighrer the injunttion, the heavier the rranſgreſſion 3 as St. Auſtin ſpeaks, and 
Adam h's eatirgthe forbidten fruit ſufficientiy proves. Secondly, becauſe it is a fin,ro which of all other 
firs we have the feweſt temptations 3 for all thou canfi expe by it is the ſuſpition of a common lyer.by 
being a common ſwea:er 3 Or that rhou ſha't vexeorhers, ard rhey ſhall hare thee ; for it bringerh nol 
ſo much as any appearance of gvod untous ro induce us: for whereas orher fins have rheir ſeverall bairs ro 
a!lureus, ſome the bair of profit, ſome of honour, ſome of pleaſure, this fin is deſtiture of them all, and 
one'y biingeth much 1-fle here, namely of credit and a good conſcience; and the lofle of Gods favour. 
and the Kingdome of Heaven hereafrer, which is of more value then ten thouſand worlds z which ſhew: 
that thcu loveſt this ſin onely becaule ir is a ſin, and ſweareſt out of meere malice and contempr of God. 
which is moſt fearfull ; and (as aman would rhinke) ſhow'd make it unpardonable. I am ſure the Pralmif 
hath a te:tibleword for all ſuch, if they would take notice of it, Let them be confounded that tranſzrejſe 
without a cauſe, Pſal: 25. 3. | 
And no marvell,thar this fearful imprecation ſhouid fall from rhe Prophers mouth ; for that man is bot 

tomleſly i!1 who loves vice meetly becauſe it is a vice, and bccauſe God moſt firifly forbids ut. He 1s. 
deſperate, prodigious, damnable wretch, who (rarher then n2t die) will anger God on ſer purpoſe. 

Bur as if ſwearing alone won'd not preffe thee deep enough into hell,thou add Rt Curfmg to ity a fin of a: 
higher nature 3 which noneuſe frequently, but fach as are deſperately wicked: ir being their peculia 
brand in Scripture,as how doth the Holy Ghoſt ſiigmatize ſuch an one? His mouth 3s full of cur ſing, F/al 10. 
and Rom.3.14. ot, He loveth curſing, Pſal.109.17. and indeed, whom can youoblerve ro love this fin, or t 
have their mouthes full of curfing? bur rnffaines, and ſons of Be/ial, fuchas have ſhaken our of their heart 
the feare of Ged, the ſhame of men, the love of Heaven,the dread of Hell,not once caring what is thougl 
or ſpcken of tkem here. ot what becomes of them hereafter ; yea, obſeryethem we.l, and you will ands 
that they are n ockers of all thar march nor under the pay of the Devill. | , 

And whence do theſe wonſters of the carth, rhcfe helliſh mifcreanrs, theſe bcdily and. viſ.ble devi 
learne this rheir damnab'e curſirg and (wear rg ? are not their tcngues fired and. edged from hell, as Sail 
James hath ir, Jam. 3.6. yea, it is the very /arguage of the damned, as you may fee Revel. 16.11,21.: On 
they learne it here before they corre th: ther ; and are ſuch proficitenrs therein,thar the Devill counts the! 
his beſt ſchollers, and ſers them in his higheſt forme, P/al-1.1. and well they deſerve it, with whum t] 
Lrguge of hell is ſo familiar,thar baſphcmyis becorett:eirmetter rorgue. Beſides, itis rhe very depi 
of fin, roarirg and drinkirg is rhe horſe way to hell ; whooring and cheating the foor. way ; bur fwearn 
ard {rg follows Corch, Darhan, ard Abiram- Ard certain!y, if rhe inferratl Topter be not for theſemg 


« can challenge no gueſts. But Ke how.w.tlefle, ET = ſhameicfic; cyeu rhe beſt. are-that uſe - 
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1} take ne,dndrhe like ; which would make a rationall wan tremble 
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be praftice ofall rrue Chr.ſtzans; 1 
thee are bur inftrumenrs, thy in 13 the canſe, ard God is the Aurhor, 2 Sam. 16-x1: Pſa/.39.g,10. Genig5.8. 
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*{cribcd, &c. ) inthe ren inſuing pages, whichare alſo printed for ſich as think theſe foure 
r being lorh eitherro ſurfer or cloy the fwearer,who is cominnnly ſhort breath*d in well dolgy/and: 
ting more ſhould hinder him from reading this ( for Satan and hir corm2r heart will-not conc 
{tallho'4cur ro hearehis beloved fin (o fpoken againſt) ir brakes off thus abruptly iy 
”On tat feare God, or have any bowels of compatſhhon towards rhe precious ſou' riffs 
rantmcn, women, and children, whom you heare ra-ſweare and curſe as dogs. 34 
-vffines then aut of cuſtom; ) wiſh rhem ro reade cheſe four Fages, which I tho 
amdir inthebeginningofa Manuſcripe. And incaſe you perceive good comes 
nr friends'and neighbours, At James Crumyvs, a Bookbinder in littic Bartholonifles W 
"eas wary gratis, a5 you ſhall be picaſed rg defiribure. If you would patte ir on@ Wh” 
30f cach Ica.cqp!acing the pages thuz 1. 3.4 paring away the margents, + EE 07 
es, ea. 4 Fo __ 
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